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Middle School Students 
Explore New Active 
Learning Space
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Middle School students in John Shanley’s Grade 7 Social Studies class using the 
school’s Active Learning Space to write plays on famous explorers.

ON A RECENT JANUARY MORNING, STUDENTS IN JOHN 

SHANLEY’S GRADE 7 SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS EXCITEDLY 

entered John G. Borden Middle School’s new Active Learning 

Space, which had been completed shortly before Winter Break. 

The colorful room has replaced the former Computer Lab, which 

had been made obsolete by the school’s 1:1 Chromebook Initiative.

The class, working in groups to write plays about famous 

explorers, spread out throughout the space. Some gathered in the 

front of the room, which was outfitted with comfortable chairs 

and ottomans, a blue shag rug, and coffee table-style “desks.” 

Screens separated them from the rest of the room, which featured 

three levels of seating and work tables.

It’s hard to believe that we have already 
completed the first five (5) months of the 
school year. Based on what I have witnessed 
both inside and outside the classroom, our 
students are actively engaged in the learning 
process. Our teachers are fully utilizing the 
technology that we have purchased and 
are ensuring that this translates into deeper 
learning opportunities.  

This issue of Learning at Wallkill 
highlights the wonderful learning experiences 
taking place in our District including, but 
not limited to, preparing students for the 
workforce, civic engagement, and the High 
School Student Help Desk. We are very proud 
of our students, faculty, and staff!

Over the next couple of months we 
will be developing our 2019-2020 Budget 
with the goals of preserving programs and 
staying within the tax cap. In May, we will be 
presenting our budget to the community in 
preparation for the May 21, 2019 Budget Vote. 
We are so fortunate to have a community that 
supports the education we are providing to 
our students. We will continue to make every 
effort to improve upon what we are offering 
students, as well as be fiscally responsible to 
our taxpayers.

I would like to thank our parents for the 
high level of participation at our open houses, 
parent forums, athletic events, and music 
concerts. Together, we will continue to make 
our schools the best educational experience 
for our students.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Castle, Superintendent of Schools

Dear Wallkill Community, 
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A GOOD BUDDY CAN MAKE EVERYTHING—
INCLUDING SCHOOL—A BIT EASIER. NOT TO 
MENTION A LOT MORE FUN!

At Plattekill Elementary School, older students 

are regularly interacting with younger ones through 

the school’s innovative Buddy Program, which pairs 

intermediate school classes (Grades 3-6) with primary 

classes (Grades K-2). Meeting once a month or so, 

the students are collaborating on schoolwork and 

developing mutually beneficial relationships that are 

flourishing despite the age differences. 

“There are many benefits from the Buddy 

Program,” says Plattekill Principal Monica Hasbrouck. 

“The older students become role models for the 

younger ones and feel a sense of accomplishment,” 

she observes. Older children who may struggle with 

their own academics seem to take particular pride 

in helping younger learners, she adds. As for the 

younger learners, she says, they look up to their older 

buddies and become excited whenever they have the 

opportunity to work together. 

The program, Mrs. Hasbrouck explains, was the 

brainchild of the school’s School Improvement Team 

(SIT). Among the team’s goals for the 2018-2019 

school year was to increase student interactions 

between intermediate and primary classes and to 

encourage positive behaviors and interactions as part 

of the school’s Positive Behavioral Interventions & 

Supports (PBIS) program. 

Plattekill Program Pairs Young Learners with 
Older ‘Buddies’

The fledging program seems to be off to a flying 

start, as evidenced by the ongoing collaboration 

between Barbara Bouck’s Grade 1 class and  

Alyson Haas’s Grade 5 class. This fall, the first graders 

produced short, illustrated stories, which they 

shared with the fifth graders during a festive author 

celebration. 

“I wrote about Fire Prevention Day,” recalls 

Grade 1 student Kiersten D’Angelo. “We got to look 

at fire trucks and an ambulance.” Kiersten happily 

remembers receiving praise from an older student for 

her reading and drawing abilities. “I want to go read 

with them [the older students] again!” she says.

Grade 5 student Sophie Flores also has fond 

memories of the collaboration. “The student I worked 

with wrote a story about falling off her bike and 

breaking her finger,” she remembers. “Some of the 

words were misspelled, but I thought her story and 

drawings were really cool, really creative.”  

The fifth graders, says Miss Haas, are now eager 

to share their own writing with their buddies. “We 

may work on fables—something that the first graders 

would be able to read,” she suggests.

The two classes may also come together for 

morning journal-writing sessions known as Write 

Into the Morning, says Mrs. Bouck. “We would write 

together, and sometimes share together.”

Aiden Bartlett (left), a Grade 5 student, writes positive feedback on 
a Post-it Note for Grade 1 author Liam Lynch.

At left, Grade 5 student 
Madysen Fuller meets 
with Grade 1 student 
Nicholet Fuller (far 
left) during an author 
celebration at Plattekill 
Elementary School. 
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Students marveled as Dinosaur Rocks presenter 
Ariel Zotz demonstrated an artifact’s size in 
relation to a student.

Student Natalie Scott examines an artifact from 
Dinosaur Rocks presenter Ariel Zotz as her 
classmates wait their turn.

Hailey DeGroat, Jayden Cooke, and Logan 
Rucano (far right) participated in their very own 
archaeological “dig” during the event.

Leptondale students Cailynn Boyle (left) and Ashlyn Weber experienced the 
dinosaur bones up close. 

Leptondale 
       Assembly is 

‘Dino-mite!’
Students at Leptondale 

Elementary School recently 

had the chance to do a bit 

of time traveling, thanks to 

a dinosaur-themed event that 

transported them back to prehistoric times. 

During the Dinosaurs Rock assembly, held on January 4, the students 

marveled at fossils and plaster casts of dinosaur bones, footprints, teeth, 

claws, eggs—and even dung. Fossils of sea squids and scorpions also made an 

appearance, much to the delight of the young audience.  

During the course of the assembly, the children learned many facts about 

dinosaurs, including information on what they ate, where they lived, and how 

they protected themselves against predators. At the end of the presentation, 

the youngsters participated in their own archaeological “dig,” as they searched 

through bins filled with polished stones and authentic fossils. The fossils—two 

per child—were theirs to keep.

The assembly, said Leptondale Principal Scott Brown, was a huge hit with 

his students. “They learned so much from this assembly, which was more like a 

virtual field trip,” he said. “We’re so grateful to the school’s PTO, which made this 

exciting, hands-on learning opportunity possible!” 
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High School Rolls Out Chromebook 
Initiative, Student Help Desk
THIS PAST FALL 
MARKED THE 
INTRODUCTION OF 
THE HIGH SCHOOL’S 
1:1 CHROMEBOOK 

INITIATIVE, which put a 

laptop computer into the 

hands of every student. 

The students are using 

their Chromebooks in the 

classroom, in the library, 

on the school bus, and 

even at home.  

“The 1:1 initiative is 

promoting hands-on, 

21st century learning,” 

said High School Principal Joseph Salamone. “The 

Chromebooks are putting students at the center of 

their own learning process,” he continued. “They’re 

facilitating flexible instruction and learning in school 

and beyond.” 

A new Student Help Desk, located in the Library 

Media Center, provides technical support for faculty 

and students, helping them to resolve hardware issues 

and assisting them with using software applications. 

According to Wallkill Director of Technology  

Thomas Hein, “The Student Help Desk has been very 

successful in supporting our 1:1 Chromebook initiative.”  

Senior Bright Boafo, who volunteers at the Help 

Desk, is a Chromebook fan. “It helps kids organize 

everything in one place,” he pointed out. “I use mine 

for projects and essays.” The Chromebooks are 

especially useful for group projects, he noted, because 

they make it easy to share documents.

Prior to joining the Help Desk team, Bright said, he 

wasn’t particularly knowledgeable about computers. 

Now, thanks to the guidance he’s received from the 

school’s technical staff, he has become adept at figuring 

out what to do when a computer screen goes dark, a 

password is forgotten, a document fails to print, or a 

Wi-Fi connection proves elusive. Speaking of the Help 

Desk’s student volunteers, he said, “We get the job 

done.” 

Jessica Valentin, 

a junior, gives up her 

first period study hall 

to volunteer at the 

Help Desk. Issuing 

work tickets, giving 

out loaner computers, 

and chatting online 

with Dell support staff 

to schedule warranty 

repairs are just some of 

the tasks she may carry 

out during a typical shift. 

The desk deals with lots 

of charging problems, 

she noted. The solution, she said, is often as easy as 

removing the battery with tweezers in order to clean 

it. “Most of the time, that does work,” she reported.

In addition to using her Chromebook for homework 

and writing assignments, Jessica likes to use her 

laptop to email her teachers and to obtain class notes 

when she is home sick. 

Karissa Villegas, who has fond memories of 

watching her engineer father disassemble computers 

during dinnertimes, was the first freshman to join 

the Help Desk staff. “I like helping other people,” she 

explained. “It’s a good way to make friends.” She finds 

her Chromebook to be especially useful when she is 

searching for information or studying for quizzes and 

tests. 

The Chromebooks, which were purchased over the 

summer, were handed out to students in September. 

“Loaner” laptops are available for students who forget 

to bring their Chromebooks to school or who may 

be experiencing technical problems with their own 

machines.

Wallkill students are no strangers to Chromebooks, 

as the Middle School launched its own 1:1 Chromebook 

initiative last year and Chromebooks have been in 

Wallkill’s elementary school classrooms since 2016.

Senior Bright Boafo (left), Grade 9 student Karissa Villegas (center), 
and junior Jessica Valentin at work at the Student Help Desk, which 
provides technical support for students and faculty members.

“The Chromebooks are putting students at the center of their own learning process.”
 — High School Principal Joseph Salamone
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High School Library Media 
Center Wins Funding for Coding
THE WALLKILL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

(WSHSLMC) IS EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE that it has been awarded 

a $500 grant from the American Library Association to plan and 

implement additional coding activities to follow up on the skills 

students learned during Computer Science Education Week 2018, 

which took place December 3-9.  

Libbie Werlau, WSHS Library Media Specialist, was one of 250 

librarians across the country to receive this micro-funding from 

Libraries Ready to Code, an American Library Association initiative 

sponsored by Google.

Ms. Werlau saw the grant as a way that she—along with 

students—could learn more about code, the language that 

computers use to communicate. “It also sounded like a really good 

fit for our Freshman Experience class, which this year is focusing 

on ‘The Future of Work,’” she said. 

Working in the library this fall, the freshmen helped to pilot 

CS First, a free Google program that allows students to learn 

about computer science through video tutorials and modules. The 

freshmen used CS First and Scratch to teach themselves how to 

carry out a variety of self-directed activities, including creating 

interactive digital stories.

Grade 9 student Karissa Villegas, whose digital story included 

music and an animated wave, thoroughly enjoyed her coding 

experience. “It was very fun,” she said. “I thought it would be more 

complicated than it was.”

Once the grant money arrives, the freshmen will vote on 

ways the funding could be spent to further promote coding and 

computer skills in the library—possibly through the purchasing of 

items like Ozobot or LEGO educational robots, for example, or 

Rubik’s Cube mosaic programs.

“We want our students to see our library as a hub, a place 

where they can test out new ideas and find out all kinds of 

information, not just books,” Ms. Werlau explained. “This grant is 

helping us to do just that.”

The coding initiative, added WSHS Principal Joseph Salamone, 

supports the school’s goal of promoting the kind of 21st 

century skills—like research, collaboration, communication, and 

presentation—that will allow students to flourish in school and in 

the workplace.

 

Grade 9 student Frank Croce codes an animated 
story during the Library Media Center’s Freshman 
Experience Hour of Code workshop. 

Tess Lopez (left) and Kailee Ferguson, students in the 
Freshman Experience class, watching instructional 
Google CS First videos before trying out various 
coding activities and creating short animated videos.

Sophomore Liam Lindo, a Student Help Desk 
volunteer, familiarizing himself with Google CS First 
lessons so he can assist freshmen with their Hour of 
Code activities. 
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The wheeled furniture, noted Principal 

Marjorie Anderson, allows students and 

teachers to easily rearrange the space to 

suit their needs. “The room can be pulled 

apart and put back together again,” she 

said. “A flexible classroom space facilitates 

hands-on learning and collaboration.”

Mr. Shanley’s students soon discovered 

they were in no ordinary classroom. In 

addition to a giant whiteboard, there 

was a 65-inch television, several printers 

(including two 3-D printers), a green 

screen (a background used for filming and 

videotaping), bins of fiber arts, boxes of 

coding bits, and plenty of outlets for their 

Chromebooks.

Student Alexis Bernard, whose group 

was writing a play on John White and the Roanoke Colony, found that the new learning space 

made it easier to collaborate with her fellow playwrights. “I like how there are different areas we 

can work in,” she explained. “It’s easier to work in groups.”

Another student, Christopher Bartolone, appreciated being able to print his play out on one 

of the room’s printers. “I can’t do that in my classroom,” he said. “There’s also a lot more space 

to work in here.”

A committee of staff members helped guide the design of the space, notes Principal 

Anderson. Technology Education teachers Adam Seelig and Mark Soboloski had students in 

the Tech Club brainstorm ideas and draw scale models for a presentation space using CAD 

(Computer-Aided Design) software. They also suggested the space include a 3-D printer.  

Middle School teacher Paula Auringer also provided input. Students sometimes demonstrate 

difficulty sustaining attention for long periods of time, she noted, and she addresses this by 

planning activities so they are able to switch their task and location every 10 to 12 minutes. 

She believes the new space, with its 

variety of seating arrangements and 

new equipment, will open up new 

teaching and learning opportunities for 

all students. “I believe that all students 

benefit from the opportunity to work 

in groups and in alternate learning 

settings,” she said.

Middle School Students Explore New Active 
Learning Space
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Library Media Specialist Debra Rosenfeld (second from right) 
working with Grade 7 students (from left to right) Aria Alleyne, 
Ayannah Ward, and Christopher Bartolone in the Middle School 
Active Learning Space.

Middle School students (from left to right)  
Alexis Bernard, Gianna Alberts, and Isabella Morales 
collaborating on a play in their school’s Active 
Learning Space.
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Active Learning Spaces: 
Perfect for Active Elementary School Students  

At Wallkill’s three elementary schools, students have 
  an exciting new place to learn: brightly colored, flexible 

learning spaces that promote collaboration, exploration, 
teamwork, and hands-on learning. The Active Learning Spaces, 
located in the school’s decommissioned computer labs, made 
their debuts in September. 

At Ostrander Elementary School, a committee of teachers 
met with a design professional to choose furniture and colors 
that would best meet the needs of the building’s young 
learners, according to Principal Natalie Harjes. “Our furniture 
is very colorful and comfortable, and it’s all easy to move,” she 
said. In one area, raspberry-colored, wedged-shaped chairs 
surround a neon-orange circular table. There are also lime-
green bucket chairs that swivel and roll, a sectional couch, and 
various tables and work stations. 

Mrs. Harjes explained that her teachers use the school’s 
Active Learning Center (ALC) for special activities. “The ALC 
provides opportunities for more hands-on active learning,”  
Mrs. Harjes observed. “It gives students different ways of 
learning and working together.” 

The creation of the Active Learning Space at Leptondale 
Elementary School was also a group effort. “We put together a 
committee of teachers last year to choose furniture, carpeting, 
and tech items to use,” Principal Scott Brown recalled. “All 
furniture is movable except for the couch.”

 Leptondale teachers have used the new space for virtual 
field trips, Mr. Brown reported, as well as lessons with Ozobots 
and VEX robots. “One grade level was working on space, so 
they used it for a lesson on space exploration,” he said.

At Plattekill Elementary School, students recently used 
their Active Learning Space to explore the Roman Empire, using 
virtual reality glasses on loan from Ulster BOCES. The students 
were perched on wheeled chairs, which facilitated the sharing 
of glasses, information, and excitement. “It’s fun to learn here,” 
said Grade 3 student Zachary Rao. “It has ‘spin-ny’ chairs and 
comfortable seats, and a comfortable couch to sit on.” Zachary’s 
class has also used the space for escape room games that required 
students to solve math puzzles in order to “escape.” 

 Plattekill teachers also helped design the new space, said 
Principal Monica Hasbrouck. She is particularly fond of the 
circular Brody chairs, which allow wiggly children to sit close to 
the floor. In fact, there is plenty of floor space, and students are 
free to sprawl there while working if they wish. “The room also 
includes monitors that allow students to plug in with their own 
Chromebooks and show their class what they’re doing,” she said.

Guided by Emily Russo, the District’s Technology 
Content Specialist from Ulster BOCES, Grade 4 
students at Ostrander Elementary School used Makey 
Makeys (small circuit boards that allow students to 
control their Chromebooks with Legos) to learn how 
open and closed circuits work.  

Students at Ostrander Elementary School recently 
visited the Active Learning Center to create unique 
and functional switches using the design process. 
Together they worked until their designs were 
successful, allowing them to turn their Chromebooks 
into virtual instruments and play notes. 

At Plattekill Elementary School, students in the Active 
Learning Space are taking a virtual field trip to the 
Roman Empire, using special glasses that allow them 
to view 3-D images inspired by history. 
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Vocational Training Helps Prepare Students 
for Workforce

WALLKILL SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE 

RECEIVING TRAINING that is helping to prepare them 

for jobs within the community.

Thanks to the District’s School to Work Program, 

a partnership with the Arc of Ulster-Greene, some 

students are working up to four days a week at 

Tops Supermarket in New Paltz. Other students are 

performing paid work at the SUNY New Paltz bakery 

and the New Paltz Recycling Center. 

According to Anthony White, Walkill’s Director 

of Pupil Personnel, “The collaborative relationships 

forged by the School to Work Program have resulted 

in students attaining full-time or part-time jobs with 

the businesses they have worked for through the 

program.” 

High School teacher Shannon LaRocco is teaching 

the students how to manage the income that they 

receive through the School to Work program.

Mrs. LaRocco says that the High School students 

are also developing vocational skills through their 

bakery business, the Panther Paws Bakery, which 

they operate out of their classroom. “We sell soups, 

cookies, and other baked goods to students and 

faculty,” she says. 

Profits from the in-school bakery help fund 

student field trips as well as the annual Field Day, 

which pairs High School Varsity athletes and Honor 

Society students with Elementary and Middle School 

Scenes from last year’s Field Day, which was partially funded by profits from the in-school bakery run by High School students. 

students for a day of fun activities. This year’s Field 

Day will be scheduled for a day in May.

The students’ work in support of a local food 

pantry—work that involves counting, sorting, 

assembling, and team-building, also helps them 

practice skills that should prove useful in the 

workforce, Mrs. LaRocco observes.

The students are also gaining valuable 

interpersonal experiences through their support of the 

school’s recycling program, she says. In addition to 

collecting the recycling from classrooms and offices, 

they redeem bottles for deposits during their weekly 

trips to Hannaford Supermarket. After purchasing 

food, they practice their cooking skills during 

classroom cooking sessions.

This holiday season, the students helped to wrap 

hundreds of gifts in cooperation with the Paper Chain, 

a charity run by Wallkill teacher Amber Williams.  

“The School to Work Program offers students 

a variety of learning opportunities in areas such as 

social skills, money management, cooking, shopping, 

filing, etc.,” concludes Mr. White. “Instruction includes 

the important executive function skills or thinking 

skills such as organizing, planning, prioritizing, and 

decision-making related to each life skill being 

taught. Training occurs in natural environments 

where skills being taught relate directly to the type of 

environment in which the student is going to live.”
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LEARNING TO GIVE BACK IS PART OF THE 

CURRICULUM for students enrolled in classes at  

John G. Borden Middle School and Wallkill Senior High 

School. Each week, the students help assemble food 

packages that are sent home to families in need within 

the school district.

In addition to helping to battle hunger, the 

students are practicing skills that will help them both 

inside and outside of the classroom.

Once a week, the Middle School students meet 

in the Plattekill Food Pantry, which is located in Our 

Lady of Fatima Church (next to Plattekill Elementary 

School). The students spend their class time filling 

backpacks and grocery bags with various nutritious 

foods—such as peanut butter, tuna, chicken noodle 

soup, and milk—which are distributed to Plattekill 

students whose families have requested assistance. 

A number of Wallkill Central School District staff 

members help to support the pantry through regular 

payroll deductions.

Middle School teacher Paula Auringer notes that 

while the Middle School students are performing a 

valuable service for others, they are also sharpening 

their own math, reading, and listening skills. Their 

hands-on lessons typically involve tasks like reading 

labels, counting food items, and following detailed 

instructions. There’s also an occupational therapy 

component to the students’ work, as they organize 

Middle and High School Students Help Fight 
Hunger in School Community

donations, zip and unzip backpacks, and double bag 

the grocery bags that have been donated by Target.

At the High School, students fill 100 bags each 

week with a variety of healthy food options like cereal, 

fruit, and pasta as well as treats like cookies and other 

snacks. The food is provided by the Loaves and Fishes 

Food Pantry, which is run by the Wallkill Reformed 

Church. The bags are distributed to students at the 

Middle School, High School, and Ostrander Elementary 

School.

“The High School students are not only helping 

others—they’re learning social skills while also carrying 

out vocational tasks like counting, sorting, assembling, 

and team-building,” explains Mrs. LaRocco. “Learning 

to give your time and energy to others is an invaluable 

life lesson, and being able to actively participate 

in something that does just that every week in our 

own community is an amazing opportunity for these 

students.”

“The District thrives in building school-community 

connections,” observes Anthony White, Wallkill’s 

Director of Pupil Personnel. “This connection can help 

young people make greater achievements in school 

and have more enjoyable experiences. Working closely 

with the food pantries to establish ‘Backpack Friday’ 

programs at our schools helps our students as well as 

their families.”

Middle School student Connor Mathes is helping to organize food 
at the Plattekill Food Pantry.

High School students pose for a photo after helping to fill bags with 
food for families in need in the school district. Assisting them are 
teachers Yaddo Hagar (far left) and Shannon LaRocco (third from 
right).
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SAFETY IS A PRIORITY AT THE WALLKILL CENTRAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, where police officers are helping to 
keep students, staff members, and visitors safe in all of our 
school buildings. 

As of this year, both Wallkill Senior High School 
and John G. Borden Middle School have on-site School 
Resource Officers (SROs) who are Town of Shawangunk 
police officers. These officers not only provide security and 
build positive relationships with students but on occasion 
they also go into classrooms, where they help educate 
students about various topics related to health, safety, 
and the law. Their lessons may focus on the dangers of 
e-cigarettes, for example, or the importance of safe driving 
practices. 

The High School has had an SRO since the 2013-2014 
school year; money for the Middle School SRO was 
included in the 2018-2019 school year budget.

 Also new this year are several School Patrol Officers 
(SPOs), who are patrolling the hallways and grounds of 
Plattekill, Leptondale, and Ostrander Elementary Schools 

every school day. 
A New York State 
Bullet Aid Grant from 
Assemblyman Cahill’s 
office is partially 
funding the program.

School Safety Enhanced 
by Collaboration with 
Local Law Enforcement 

School Patrol Officer Robert Detoro, an Orange County Sheriff's Deputy, shares the SPO duties at Leptondale.

School Patrol Officer Brian Benjamin, a Town of Plattekill Police 
Officer, poses with some of the students he is helping to protect at 
Plattekill Elementary School. The youngsters are students in  
Vicely DeVos’s Grade 5 class.

School Resource Officer 
Andrew Zinicola, a Town 
of Shawangunk Police 
Officer, patrolling the 
hallways at John G. 
Borden Middle School.

The expanded security was also made possible by the 
District’s collaboration with two local municipalities as well 
as a neighboring county, according to Brian Devincenzi, 
Walkill’s Assistant Superintendent for Support Services. 
“We are fortunate to have great partnerships with the 
Town of Shawangunk, the Town of Plattekill, and Orange 
County,” he said. 

A Town of Shawangunk Police Officer patrols 
Ostrander, two Orange County Sheriff’s Deputies share the 
SPO duties at Leptondale, and two Town of Plattekill Police 
Officers split the SPO position at Plattekill. Although the 
District’s original goal was to have a police presence in all 
the schools by the 2019-2020 school year, the cooperation 
of these government entities helped Wallkill speed up the 
process, said Mr. Devincenzi.

The new faces are already winning fans among 
students. Speaking of her school’s two SPOs, Plattekill 
Grade 5 student Kasey Garzione said, “They are nice and 
they make our school safer. Officer Shirley [Jiminian-
Bascone] and Officer Brian [Benjamin] also sometimes 
come to lunch and play games like Connect 4 with us!” 
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Upcoming 2019 Board 
of Education Meetings
All Board of Education Meetings 
begin at 7 PM, unless otherwise 

indicated.  

February 21, 2019 [Thursday]
Leptondale ES

March 21, 2019 [Thursday]
Ostrander ES

April 24, 2019 [Wednesday]
Leptondale ES

May 22, 2019 [Wednesday]
Plattekill ES

June 20, 2019 [Thursday]
HS Library/Media Center

Please note the meeting
schedule is subject to change.

SEPAC Meetings: A Valuable Resource for 
Parents of Special Education Students

Improving communication. Acting as a resource for parents and guardians. These 

are two of the goals of the Wallkill Central School District’s Special Education 

Parent Advisory Committee (SEPAC) meetings.

“The meetings help parents and guardians navigate the school district’s Special 

Education services to best assist their students’ educational needs,” explains Wallkill 

Director of Pupil Personnel Anthony White. 

Topics and meeting locations vary within the district schools. “Behavior 

Interventions: the ABC’s of Behaviors” is the tentative topic of the next meeting, to 

be held on February 19 at 7 PM in the Ostrander Elementary School Library. Other 

upcoming meetings will focus on transitioning from Committee on Preschool Special 

Education (CPSE) services to Kindergarten (March 19, 7 PM in the High School,      

Room 102); an open roundtable discussion (April 23, 7 PM in the Middle School 

Library); and the year in review/summer activities (May 21, 7 PM in the High School 

Library). The schedule is also available on the District website or visiting  

https://bit.ly/2VpwqWH.

Parents are welcome to suggest meeting topics, or to ask questions about the 

Special Education program, by calling or emailing Mr. White at 845-895-7104 or 

awhite@wallkillcsd.k12.ny.us. 

WHO SAYS MATH CAN’T BE FUN? Certainly 

not Ostrander Elementary School students, who 

celebrated Family Math Game Night on November 8.

The event was a smashing success, said Principal 

Natalie Harjes, as more than 100 children and 

family members came out to have some fun while 

showing off their math skills. For the younger 

students there were games like Candy Land, which 

encouraged players to apply their understanding 

of one-to-one correspondence. For older players, 

there were strategic games like Yahtzee, which 

allowed players to use their knowledge of base 10 

and logic to optimize their scores. Participants, 

including teachers, administrators, and 12 student 

volunteers from the High School, were also treated 

to a delicious taco dinner. 

“The Ostrander family really came together for 

our Family Math Game Night,” said Mrs. Harjes. “Thank you to everyone who registered attendees, served 

food, played games, donated games, greeted families, and helped clean up!” 

At Ostrander, Math is a Family Affair

Grade 4 teacher Debra Reese assists guests at the event. The 
students and their guests are playing Mancala, an ancient two-
player, turn-based, strategy board game enjoyed around the world.
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A DIFFERENT PATH: 
Wallkill Students Given Opportunities for Hands-On 
Career Training

Wallkill High School student Halley Boeckmann tests a three-way 
light switch she wired during her half-day electrical program at the  
Ulster BOCES Career & Technical Center. Halley is one of approximately 
106 students who are currently pursuing training in various careers. 
In January, teachers from Ulster BOCES visited the school and spoke 
with Grade 10 students about program options. On March 4, prospective 
students will have the opportunity to visit the Career & Technical Center 
in Port Ewen.


